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What are Native Species Plants?

You might be surprised to learn that a plant is considered to be
native of this country if it has grown naturally here since the last
ice age (over 6,000 years ago).

These plants are pollinated by native insects as they collect
nectar. These insects evolved at the same time as the plants.

Native plant is a term to describe plants endemic (indigenous) or

naturalized to a given area in geologic time. This includes plants A few of their favourite foods
that have developed, occurednaturally,or existed in an area for B
many years (e.g. trees, flowers, grasses, and other plants. Clanville F"’"”:;{ﬂ';,‘"”"‘”*””””
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Some native plants have adapted to very limited, unusual 'ﬂy

environments or very harsh climates or exceptional soil Cinnabar moth taterp:lfﬂrmmgwart
conditions. However, others can live in diverse areas or by Bumble bee—Red Clover
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adaptation to different surroundings. Filihases. Brwestone IWEHIY

Why are native species plants important? Z
n
Research has found that insects depend on native plants. An A)_ A
ecosystem—of which there are many—describes the interaction

of plants, animals, and micro-organismswith their physical (e.g., \"4
soil conditions and processes) and climatic conditions. \

A plant becomes native to the environment where it has evolved
and the environment will have evolved because of the plants
that have grown. If a plant disappears the environment wiil

go with it. For example the Amazon rain forest is disappearing along
with its animals because the plants (trees) are being cut down.

So, a plant exists because a certain animal poilinates the plant and that
animal exists because it relies on the nectar as a source of food,

The size of the insects proboscis will have evolved over thousand of

years with the native plant to marry neatly into the petals nectar cup or

similar. Different native plants are pollinated by different insects and

some need specific plants to feed off. S——"
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Grow your own wildflower patch

Now wouldn't you just think that a wild flower garden was easy to grow?
After all, we are forever weeding them out of the veg patch and the perennial
border. They are pernicious little devils self-seeding alf over the place. And their
roots! they are so deep. In fact wild flowers are extremely fussy. Conditions are
everything. But isn't that true of our cultivated flowers? If they don’t like the soil | |4

or the climate they won't grow. ‘
The most noticeable difference is the seed The outer husk of a wild flower a
seed is very hard so they take longer to germinate, in some cases as long as

three years. Unlike cultivated seed it is best to sow the seed in the winter when

the cold weather will help to break down this husk. You can still sow seed in xprmg

or summer but you will have to wait until the following year for any sort of \ \f
Showirig: Aniother disadvantage of a summer sowing is that the grass will bave Ll
grown on the prepared ground thus making it difficult for the plantlets to push their way rhraugh rhe
grasses.

The first and even the second year. can be disappointing. | would advise sowing a nursery crop, or @
mixture of cornflower annuals such as corn flower, corn marigold, corn daisy, corn cockle, poppy and
forget-me-nat. Not only will you get a pretty showing of flawers in the first year they also like fertile soif
which is a bonus as they will deplete the fertility. Wild flowers prefer infertile soil. Have you noticed how wild
flowers flourish on derelict building sites where there is little soil?

1 have never been able to do this but, | have read advice that says cut off the WF flower heads the first
year they flower to encourage the root system to grow. It is also worth noting that some wild flowers only
flower every other year. So you may get a great showing of say oxeye daisies one year but not the next.

There are several ways to grow a WF area. At Naturezones we tried several methods some more
successful than others
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